Cytogenetic study of patients with carcinoma of the colon and rectum: particular C-band variants as possible markers for cancer proneness.
A possible involvement of chromosomal heterochromatic polymorphisms in propensity to cancer has been considered and discussed by several investigators who studied groups of patients presenting with different forms of malignancy. We report a cytogenetic study on the circulating lymphocytes of patients suffering from colorectal carcinoma, most of whom were of European origin. Significantly increased incidence of polymorphisms of chromosomes #1 and #9 was found, especially partial inversions (PI). Emphasis is given to the problem of selecting adequate controls, which must be as homogeneous as possible.